
PRIIA	  Sec)on	  305	  Next	  Genera)on	  
Equipment	  Commi<ee	  (NGEC)	  

Accessibility	  Working	  Group	  Update	  

MELISSA	  SHURLAND	  
Program	  Manager	  

Office	  of	  Research	  and	  Development	  
Office	  of	  Railroad	  Policy	  and	  Development	  	  



Agenda	  

§  Acknowledgement	  and	  Stakeholders	  	  
§  Background	  and	  ObjecBve	  
§  Accomplishments	  
§  Path	  forward 	  	  
§  Open	  Discussion	  
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Acknowledgement	  and	  Stakeholders	  

§  Amtrak	  	  
§  FRA	  Office	  of	  Civil	  Rights	  and	  Chief	  Counsel	  
§  Federal	  Transit	  AdministraBon	  (FTA)	  
§  PRIIA	  Next	  GeneraBon	  Equipment	  CommiNee	  
– Technical	  SubcommiNee	  
– Accessibility	  Working	  Group	  

§  US	  Access	  Board	  
§  US	  DOT	  Office	  of	  Secretary	  (OST)	  
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Background	  and	  Objec)ve	  
The	  Accessibility	  Working	  Group	  was	  established	  
in	  the	  Technical	  subcommiNee	  on	  July	  14,	  2011	  
•  ObjecBve	  -‐	  review	  the	  current	  and	  future	  needs	  of	  passengers	  	  with	  

disabiliBes,	  and	  making	  recommendaBons	  to	  the	  Technical	  subcommiNee	  
on	  how	  best	  to	  address	  those	  needs	  in	  the	  most	  cost-‐effecBve	  and	  
reasonable	  manner.	  	  
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Accomplishments	  
Successful	  implementa)on	  of	  recommenda)on	  
for	  accessibility	  in	  the	  bi-‐level	  specifica)on	  
requirements	  document	  
	  
§  800	  lbs.	  design	  load	  for	  carborne	  mobility	  

aid	  li[	  

§  30	  inches	  by	  54	  inches	  clear	  surface	  for	  
carborne	  mobility	  aid	  li[	  

§  44	  inches	  width	  in	  vesBbule	  

§  32	  inches	  by	  59	  inches	  accessible	  seaBng	  
locaBon	  space	  
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Path	  Forward	  
Successful	  outreach	  to	  US	  Access	  Board	  Staff	  and	  
Office	  of	  Secretary	  to	  provide	  input	  into	  further	  
refinement	  of	  recommenda)ons	  	  
	  
§  Work	  on	  recommendaBons	  for	  single-‐level	  

accessibility	  
	  
§  Dual	  mode	  communicaBon	  

§  AutomaBc	  controls	  in	  accessible	  restrooms	  

§  Emergency	  evacuaBon	  equipment	  

§  OpBmizaBon	  of	  accessible	  seat	  locaBon	  and	  
ameniBes	  
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